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JUDGING IN SOUTH DAKOTA

I N South Dakota there is a Quadrangular Debating League,
made up of four colleges, Dakota Wesleyan University, Yank-

ton College, Huron College, and Sioux Falls College. This year
a rather unique system of judging was used. For each of the
four debates, the debate coach of the college not concerned acted
as sole judge, i. e., the coach of Dakota Wesleyan acted in the
debate between Yankton and Sioux Falls, the debate coach of
Huron in the debate between Yankton and Dakota Wesleyan, and
so on around the quadrangle. Each judge in announcing his
decision to the audience, explained his reasons for making his
decision, thus educating the audience somewhat in the fine points
of debating as it is taught. The scheme proved very popular in
its first trial and will be continued next year. In the coming de-
bate between Dakota Wesleyan University and the South Dakota
State College, a modification of this scheme is used, in that H. B.
Gislason, of the University of Minnesota, is to act as sole judge.

At the recent meeting of the South Dakota State Oratorical
Association, on account of dissatisfaction with the old method of
having five judges selected from the business men and profes-
sional men of the state, the constitution was amended so as to
provide for a single judge system. This judge is to be an expert
from outside the state, a recognized authority on public speaking,
a teacher of oratory in one of the larger universities of the
country. He is to be paid for his services. In this way it is
hoped that an intelligent and impartial decision will be obtained.

E. H. W.

VOCAL EXPRESSION IN PERSPECTIVE

O NE of my greatest difficulties in teaching the elements of
vocal expression to beginning classes has been that of getting

clearly before their minds a perspective of the whole subject.
To me perspective is essential. As a student, I have always
wanted to know in advance just what general results a course
aimed to accomplish, so that as I went along I could have some
idea of the general end towards which each day's recitation was
tending. And now as a teacher I find that I can do better work
if I can get before the class at the beginning some kind of gen-
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